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The Khatiks are now taking to bristles trade. A consider-
able number of them go about from village to village buying
bristles from the herdsmen and selling them to the wholesale
dealer or the agent of some exporting firm. A few of them
have made quite a lot of money by this trade and have now
become important wholesale dealers. Some of the Chamars
and Kanjars (Kuchbande sub-caste) have also taken to this
trade.

Of the minor subsidiary occupations of the Khatiks/ the more
important ones are making of ropes, mats and brooms, selling
fuel, palodari and carting. A Khatik, it may be mentioned/
prefers piece wage system to a fixed daily wage. He has
developed the trader's outlook and avoids working as a
labourer.

Economic Condition

Speaking generally, the economic condition of the Khatiks
is better than that of other depressed class people excepting
perhaps the Dhobis. To a considerable extent this is due to the
fact that the Khatiks have important subsidiary occupations and
the number of non-Khatik middlemen engaged in their occupa-
tions is small. On the whole those living in small towns do not
appear to be less well off than those living in big towns and
cities. In the latter case, they depend mostly on one occupa-
tion. Besides this, living is much more expensive in cities
than in small towns. In cities like Lucknow about 70 per
cent families have monthly incomes ranging between Rs. 15
and 20, about 10 per cent, greater than Rs. 20, and about
20 per cent, less than Rs. 15. In the case of the majority
of families, incomes are not large enough to leave any sur-
plus for unforeseen contingencies. The vegetable and fruit
sellers in such places do not, usually, have any subsidiary
occupations.

During the last two or three decades there has been consi-
derable improvement in the condition of Khatiks. This is
ascribable partly to the rise in the value of bristles and skins
due mainly to the development of export trade in these and
partly to the development of the fruit trade.